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weeks for the voyage out and home are enough ; the sailor
in Hesiod is simply a farmer trading his surplus produce
and returning to his farm. The verdict of the next few
generations was against Hesiod there, and it is well that it
was ; such caution as his would never have produced a
civilization less drab than that which he knew ; and the
mainspring of the whole movement of the Greek Renaissance
was commerce and colonization over sea.

Such, then, in its work and play and faith, is the world
of Hesiod, and such, we may suppose, were many of the
hard-working and intelligent farmers whose labours laid the
strong economic foundations of the culture that was to be.
The influence of the Works and Days was itself very great;
its lines are quoted, echoed, and paraphrased in all parts of
the Greek world : in the seventh century by Archilochos
and Semonides, in the sixth by Alkaios and repeatedly by
Solon and Theognis. By the end of that century, Xenophanes
and Herakleitos pay him the compliment of attack. And
all this is from a literature of which only scattered fragments
are known to us at all.1

1 See Sinclair's Introduction, pp. xxxff., for a full list. Cf. especially
Semonides, frag. 6, on women, with W.D. 702-3 ; Alkaios, frag. 89 (Diehl), with
W.D. 584 ff. Both passages most ingeniously and closely paraphrase Hesiod
in their widely differing metres.